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include moral growth, the great men of the
past could only be stepping-stones to our
own dignity. To grow was to contain and
sum up all the good that had gone befofe,
adding an appropriate increment. Un-
doubtedly some early figures were beautiful,
and allowances had to be made for local
influences in Palestine, a place so much more
primitive and backward than Massachusetts-
Jesus was a prophet more winsome and nearer
to ourselves than his predecessors ; but how
could any one deny that the twenty centuries
of progress since his time must have raised
a loftier pedestal for Emerson or Channing or
Phillips Brooks ? It might somehow not be
in good taste to put this feeling into clear
words; one and perhaps two of these men
would have deprecated it; nevertheless it
beamed with refulgent self-satisfaction in the
lives and maxims of most of their followers.

All this liberalism, however, never touched
the centre of traditional orthodoxy, and those
who, for all their modernness, felt that they
inherited the faith of their fathers and were
true to it were fundamentally right. There
was still an orthodoxy among American high-
brows at the end of the nineteenth century.